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13th of September, 1596, in a house soon
afterwards pulled down to make room for the
Stocks Market, and therefore presumably in the
parish of St. Mary Woolchurch, London/ At
the time of his birth Marlowe and Greene were
dead, Shakespeare was opening his career,
Beaumont and Ford, the youngest of the great
dramatic school, were children. At the age of
twelve, Shirley was sent to Merchant Taylors'
School, where he did well, and remained for
nearly four years. From this school he pro-
ceeded to St. John's College, Oxford, of which
Laud was then President. According to Wood,
Laud, although very fond of Shirley, declined to
permit him to study for holy orders, on account
of a large mole which disfigured the young
man's left cheek. There is no sign of this defect
in the existing portraits of the poet. It is sup-
posed that Shirley soon transferred himself to
Cambridge, for " he did spend some precious
years at Catherine Hall," where he took his
degree. While he was at Cambridge his first
production, Echo^ or the Unfortunate Lovers^ was
printed in London in 1618. There can be little
question that this was the same poem as the
reprinted (ti&c olim) Narcissus of 1646; but no
copy has been seen since the middle of last
Century, when Mr. Astle of Yoxall possessed
and described the volume.
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